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THE COLOUR. BAR AND RACE 


A statement on the Colour Bar has been 
issued by the Conference of Missionary So- 
cieties in Great Britain and Ireland with the 
support of the Executive Committee of the 
British Council of Churches. The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury in warmly commend- 
‘ing the statement said that it rested on a 
principle of universal application although 
the document dealt only with those terri- 
tories for which Britain was responsible 
‘through Parliament. “The only right course,” 
he said, “is that by which people of any race 
are given full opportunity of developing their 
characteristics and of utilizing their oppor- 
tunities as such without any barrier being 
imposed from outside. This is the right prin- 
ciple because it is the principle of Christian- 
‘ity. It is a fundamental principle of this 
country, the essential freedom of all people 
_to live the communal life and have the re- 
' spect of all. It is also, in fact, morally and 
politically expedient. de 

The following is the text of the state- 
ment :— 

““(1) The Conference of Missionary Socie- 
ties in Great Britain and Ireland is deeply 
thankful for the repeated affirmation of re- 
sponsible statesmen of the United Nations 
_ that there must be full freedom of opportu- 
nity for all the peoples of the world, without 
discrimination on racial grounds. It affirms 
that the prevention of the spread of such 

‘discrimination and the speedy elimination of 
it where it exists are obligations, not only 
of common justice, but also of the Christian 
_ Faith, which holds that mankind is made in 
the image of God and that all men, whether 
- eoloured or white, are of equal worth in the 

sight of God. 


“(2) The Conference, therefore, urges 
that the British people, who through Parlia- 
ment are ultimately responsible for the ad- 
ministration of British colonies overseas, 
should not tolerate in those colonies any ar- 
tificial barriers to the progress and prosper- 
ity of the native inhabitants, and should 
support all Government efforts to remove: 
them. According to clear evidence briefly 
summarized in the book ‘Colour Conflict’ 
(Edinburgh House Press), such barriers at 
present exist. In Northern Rhodesia a col- 
our bar, maintained by the White Trade 
Unions, prevents the employment of Afri- 
cans on the railways or in the mines on 
other than low-paid unskilled work. A simi- 
lar colour bar more extensive in scope, par- 
ticularly in the municipal aréas is firmly 
established in Southern Rhodesia which, 
though otherwise in effect an independent 
Dominion, still requires the formal sanction 
of the Crown for legislation affecting native 
interests. The exclusion of Africans in 
Southern Rhodesia and Kenya from large 
areas of their own country, and the hardship 
occasioned by the Pass Laws, are further 
examples of discrimination which are bound © 
to be attributed to racial prejudice. 


“(3) The Conference is well aware that 


great benefits have been brought to the native 
peoples through British rule, settlement and 
commerce, and that much further progress 
is being planned. It is confident that the 
people of this country, when alive to the | 
facts, will demand fair play for every man 

whatever his colour, by which policy alone — 
the spirit of true partnership in colonial af- — 
fairs can develop. It would view with grave — 
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misgiving any changes in the existing politi-_ Se 
eal status of African territories at present 


under British control which would impair 
or limit in any way the power of the British 
Government to give the fullest effect to this 
policy, or subject the native population to 
policies based on different principles. Any 
such abdication of responsibility by the Brit- 
ish people would seem to be a breach of trust. 
It would delay indefinitely the fulfilment of 
the just hopes of the native people, and as 
a result would accelerate the growth of racial 
bitterness. 


“(4) The Conference strongly endorses the 
following words from a statement of the 
Episcopal Synod of the Church of the Prov- 
ince of South Africa, which though referring 
in the first place to the Union, have wider 
application. ‘We affirm that the effect of 
Colour Prejudice is cruel, wasteful and dan- 
gerous; cruel, for it deprives those who are 
its victims of the. opportunity of making full 
use of their capacities and talents, and so 
causes frustration and despair; wasteful, for 
it deprives the community of the skill of 
many which wouid otherwise be used for the 
benefit of all; dangerous, for unjust treat- 
ment meted out by one section of the commu- 
nity to another creates fierce and ever-in- 
creasing resentment, with results that no one 
can foresee.’ ” 


RELIEF FOR THE LIBERATED 
COUNTRIES 


The Executive Committee of the British 
Council of Churches has issued the following 
statement :— ; 

“Concern has been expressed 
Houses of Parliament at the suffering of the 
liberated peoples of Europe through lack of 
food and clothing. As the extent of the suf- 
fering becomes known and its causes under- 
stood, there is evidence of a deepening public 
concern and of a desire to help in any prac- 
ticable way. 

“It must be recognized that governments 
and relief agencies face a vast and complex 
problem. Among their difficulties are lack 
of transport on the Continent, occasioned by 
the destruction of roads, railways and roll- 
ing stock; priority demands» ‘upon available 
means of transport for essential military 
purposes; and the unexpected shortage of 
shipping spoken of by the Prime Minister. 
Another factor in the total situation is the 
possibility, indicated by the Director-General 
of UNRRA, of a shortage in supplies re- 
quired to meet the needs of all the stricken 


in both - 


countries, notably in fats, meats, textiles ane | 
clothing. . 
“When all has eee fully recognized, eal 


very disturbing facts remain that the stand. 


-ard in calories per head per day officially 


aimed at for the liberated areas is substan» 
tially lower than that which governs British 
rationing; and that the rationing as yet 
achieved in those areas falls far below ever: 
the standard aimed at. Moreover, immedi-: 
ate military. exigencies might quickly become: 
entangled with a political problem, the diffi-- 
culties of military commands being accentu- 
ated by the attitude of inhabitants embit- 
tered by prolonged sufferings. 

“We believe that in these circumstances 


British people should forego improvement in 


the present rationing of food and clothing 


and should be willing to accept even more 
if thereby necessary | 
commodities may be made available for Con-. 


stringent standards 


tinental relief, and shipping now bringing | 


supplies to our shores may be released for 


service to Continental ports. 


“We, therefore, appeal to the members of | 
the Churches represented on the British | 


Council of Churches and beyond them to all 
men of goodwill to regard this as a matter 
of personal responsibility and to make known 
to H.M. Government, through their local 
Members of Parliament:or otherwise, their 


readiness to accept such restrictions as may 


contribute to the speedier relief of the suffer- 
ings of the liberated peoples.” 


BRITISH CHURCH LEADERS ON 
THE CONTINENT 


The Archbishop of York, Dr. Garbett, in 


the course of a visit to Belgium, preached in 


the English Church at Brussels at a service 
at which Field-Marshal Montgomery read | 


the lesson. 


In the course of a message to Belgium | 
broadcast on the Belgian Home Service the | 


Archbishop said: “It is a very great pleasure 
to me to have this opportunity of sending a 
message of goodwill and sympathy to the 


people of Belgium. We in Britain have the | 


deepest esteem for your country; we sym- 


| 


pathize deeply with you in your sorrows. | 


Twice in this century you have had to bear © 


the horrors of German invasion. During the 
last war, our two nations fought side by side 
against the German armies. During this war, 


we have been deeply impressed by the cour-— 
age you displayed in resistance to Nazi occu-— 
pation hordes. We are proud to have taken e 


part in Belgium’s liberation from this 


tyranny and to be once more helping you in 
the. task of conquering and destroying the 
forces of evil, which sought to ruin Christian 
civilization and plunge the world into dark- 
ness. We rejoice to see already that the time 
will soon come when fear of Nazi domination 
has vanished from the hearts of men. The 
task to follow will be heavy, and to accom- 
plish it we shall all have to display the same 
virtues of sacrifice, courage and steadfast- 
ness as were so nobly shown during these 
war years, I want to assure you that, in your 
struggle with the coming problems, you have 


the best wishes of the British people. It will 


be an honour for us to help you in your ef- 
forts. We have witnessed with admiration 
your courage in adversity; now we wish to 
share hopefully with you the task of restor- 
ing to all men the blessings of peace.” 

The Bishop of Chichester recently visited 
Dr. Mare Boegner, President of the French 
Protestant Federation, renewing on behalf 
of the Church of England relations inter- 
rupted by the occupation of France. Confer- 
ences were held between members of the 
Anglican Church, the French Protestants 
and the American Episcopalian Church with 
a view to cooperation in the problems of 
peace and reconstruction. 

-Dr. Bell preached at Pastor: Boegner’ s 
Church and at an international service held 
in the Church of the British Embassy. — 


BIBLES FOR HOLLAND 


The British and Foreign Bible Society has 
been able to get in touch with the Dutch Re- 
formed Church in liberated Holland, and in 
response to an urgent request from an emer- 
gency synod recently set up at Hindhoven, 
the Society has undertaken to supply Bibles 
and New Testaments «to meet immediate 
needs. Transport is difficult, but arrange- 
ments have been made to send weekly parcels 
of 500 volumes towards the 10,000 Bibles and 
50,000 New Testaments which is the mini- 
mum. required for distribution in the re- 
stricted area already freed. Gifts for this 
special piece of work are already being re- 
ceived, and among them is a cheque for £126 
to pay for 1,000 New Testaments and 500 
Bibles. i 

HUNGARIAN CHURCHES UNDER 

GERMAN RULE 


” The December issue of the “Service Eco- 
nomique de Presse et d’Information” says: 
“At Cluj a delegation of Russian officers paid 
a visit to Janos Vasarhelyi, Calvinist Bishop, 
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informing him that he could continue to offi- 
ciate unhindered. Simultaneously, the Mos- 
cow radio broadcast an appeal to the Roman 
Catholic priests and Protestant pastors in 
Hungary to continue their work. Fleeing 
from the country. the Germans take away 


-everything movable and burn historic build- 


ings. At Kecskemat two Colleges were de- 
stroyed, while Debrecen, bulwark of Hun- 
garian Calvinism, lies in ruins, including the 
famous Great Church. The 700-years-old 
Calvinist College. remained intact and the 
Provisional National Assembly held its first 
meeting within its walls. The Calvinist 
Bishop of Debrecen, Imre Revesz, and the © 
priest of Hajduszoboszlo were killed when the 
Bishop ordered the white flag to be hoisted 
at the Russians’ entry into the town. We 
learn that the Jews were last put to work on 
fortifications at Budapest and Vienna. A 
strong protest was made to Regent Horthy ai 
against the inhuman deportations. Under ec- eh 
clesiastical pressure these were discontinued 
after July 1st, but they were resumed.under 
Szalasi, who ordered not only Jews but every- 
one unfriendly to Hitlerism to be deported. © 
Szalasi and the Gestapo began proceedings ae 
against all Calvinist priests, including Laszlo — 
Ravasz, the Calvinist Bishop of Budapest, Pe 
who raised their voices on behalf of the 
prosecuted Jews. The 400-years-old Calvin- “ 
ist College of Sarospatak succeeded in pre-— 
serving the Jews’ wealth, schoolbooks and 
ecclesiastic robes.” 


RELIGIOUS LITERATURE FOR 
ALLIED PRISONERS 


The following report has reached us from 
neutral sources concerning the religious lit- 
erature provided for Allied Prisoners of | 
War in Germany. C@cumenical circles have — 
arranged for the supply of suitable literature 
for prisoners on both sides. This report deals 
with what.has been done for British pris- 
oners in Germany. NS 

“Tn spite of all difficulties increasing dur 
ing the last year the Evangelisches H ‘ilfswer 
fir Kriegsgefangene succeeded again in se- 
curing the paper for and the printing as wel 
as the distribution of sermons for French 
British, American and Polish prisoners of 
war who are scattered in Ar beitskommandos 
in the different areas. * 

“Specially for Christmas éhousnnas of : 
Christmas sermons could be made available — 
for the prisoners of war in time. They were 
prepared by French, British and’ Polish 
chaplains who are themselves prisoners of 


war. The following Cikriavains sermons ve 
provided by the Evangelisches Hilfswerk: 
““(a) ‘Message de«Noel.’ 
Sermon No. 62 for French prisoners 
of war, written by the French Chap- 
lain René Caldier (Stalag III-D). 
“(b) “The Meaning of Christmas.’ 
Sermon No. 52 for British and 
, American prisoners of war, written 
by John Intyre, C.F. (Stalag 344). 
“(c) Christmas Sermon No. 4 for Polish 
prisoners of war, written by the 
Polish chaplain Ks. Roman Mazier- 
ski (Oflag VI-B). 


“According to the statements by the Evan- 
gelisches Hilfswerk during the period from 
November Ist, 1943, to October 31st, 1944, 
the following sermons were sent to the Sta- 
lags from where they were forwarded to the 
Arbeitskommandos :— 

“(a) For French prisoners 

OLE Wali kia aunt 112,200 copies 

“(b) For British and Amer- 

ican prisoners of 


CEE Be RS SE ea EGE 81,550 copies 
“(c) For Polish prisoners 
ORGWa tue sh ene eos 850 copies” 


“SPIRITUAL ISSUES’ IN GREENLAND 


For some time now, at the request of the 
Bishop of the Arctic, Dr. Archibald Fleming, 
Spiritual Issues has been sent’ to Provst 
' Bugge, the head of the Danish Lutheran 
Church in Greenland (the only church in that 
country). In a recent letter to rhe Bishop, 
Provst Bugge writes :— 


Printed in U.S. A, 


‘ : pir 
och is now y arriving here qui 


UL. 

It is very interesting to read about the a 
Church life in the different countries just at | 
this important time and I expect to be able © 
to use a great deal of the information I have | 
got from that source both in my lectures © 
for the Church people here and on other — 
occasions.’ 7 

In the same letter Provst Bugge talks of — 
having made trips along the Greenland coast — 
to the far North and almost to Cape Farewell | 
in the South. 


AN UNFORTUNATE HEADING 


A reader has drawn our attention to a 
phrase used in Spiritual Issues No. 275 as a 
cross-heading in the article on Danish clergy | 
and active resistance. The cross-heading was. 
“Priest as Leader of Political Murder 
Group.” Our correspondent asked us whether © 
this was our comment or a quotation from 
the Danish underground paper to which ref- — 
erence was made. He naturally questioned ©) 
the propriety of the word “murder” for the © 
activity of Christian Danish patriots. Far © 
from being our own comment, the use of the © 
word cannot be laid at the door of even the © 
Danish paper. The point was that the Ger- © 
mans had put out a news item under this © 
heading. The Danish article, which we ~ 
quoted, was the reply of the Christian pa- 
triots in Denmark to this German charge. 
The phrase should certainly have appeared in 
inverted commas in our bulletin and they 
were only omitted accidentally. 


